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11_1 . (U)  Executive  Secretary  Eduardo  Ermita,  in  a ceremony 

with  the  Ambassador,  members  of  the  Embassy's  Law  Enforcement 
Working  Group,  and  senior  Philippine  law  enforcement 
officers,  awarded  retiring  Anti-Terrorism  Assistance  (ATA) 
Program  Director  Charles  Lutz  the  Outstanding  Achievement 
Medal  on  October  13  for  his  work  training  and  advising  the 
Philippine  Anti-Terrorism  Task  Force.  The  Outstanding 
Achievement  Medal  is  the  Philippines'  third  highest  civilian 
award  and  fifth  highest  military  decoration.  It  is  the  first 
time  in  recent  years  that  a staff  member  of  the  Embassy  has 
received  such  an  award. 

11.2 . (U)  In  his  remarks,  Ermita,  the  Chairman  of  the 

Anti-Terrorism  Task  Force,  saluted  Lutz's  dedication,  saying 
Lutz  believed  in  empowering  and  inspiring  people.  In  reading 
the  citation,  Ermita  thanked  Lutz  for  recognizing  that  "the 
fight  against  the  menace  of  terrorism  starts  with  building 
trust,  goodwill,  and  mutual  support,  which  you  helped  build 
here... we  thank  you  for  defending  and  believing  in  the 
Filipino . " 

11_3 . (U)  The  in-country  ATA  program,  which  was  launched  late 

last  year,  has  trained  13  classes  and  215  students.  Its 
focus  on  the  interagency  Anti-Terrorism  Task  Force  has 
allowed  it  to  reach  out  to  and  have  a positive  impact  on  a 
range  of  Philippine  law  enforcement  agencies,  from  the 
Philippine  National  Police  and  National  Bureau  of 
Investigation  to  the  Bureau  of  Fire  Protection  and  Bureau  of 
Customs.  Ermita 's  awarding  of  the  Outstanding  Achievement 
Medal  to  Charles  Lutz  recognized  not  only  Lutz ' s 
achievements,  but  also  those  of  the  ATA  program.  We  hope  to 
continue  this  success  under  the  new  incoming  Director,  who 
arrives  in  mid-November. 
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